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The Presidents Cogitations 
 
Recently returned from a very enjoyable weekend in Florida and 
the Southeast Zone meet. The South Ga. Chapter was well 
represented with over 20 people associated with our chapter. I 
counted 8 with the Hendley clan, 4 Lees, 3 Fowlers, 3 
Thorntons, and Karel Daniel with 2 guests, Her Daughter 
Darsey and Granddaughter Kenlie. It was great to see good 
friends so far from home. 

 
The Friday night welcome party was a James Bond themed 
cocktail party, where guests were asked to dress the part. Most 
of the Ladies were dressed elegantly and well adorned with 
some excellent "Bond Girls" including our own Heather 
Culpepper.  Most of the men looked like we were in uniform with 
the traditional black Tux and black bow tie. A couple had on 
white dinner jackets. An excellent meal was served. This event 
was at the Cade Museum and transportation to and from the 
Hotel was provided by Luxury Motor coaches.  Saturday, I 
started the day by having breakfast with former chapter member 

Jeff Rice, then headed out to the regular clean and shine for the judging, browsing 
through the vendors, and catching up with old friends. 
 
When the judges got to me, much to my surprise, one of the judges was my Grandson 
Matt Burnette. I reminded him of all the Happy Meals, I had bought him through the 
years.  Judging was over and lunch was served under an air-conditioned tent. Edie 
and Rebecca came and made sure I was properly nourished. It's rough when you have 
2 medical professionals who know my diet and there is cherry pie on the table. 
 
More shopping at the vendor's tables then get ready for the awards banquet there were 
3 vehicles from South Ga. and all of them received awards.  Loren Hendley won 1st 
place in the GT Hawk class, Wayne Lee took top honors in the Truck division, and our 
little Lark Convertible placed 3rd in the Lark class. 
 
Sunday, we loaded up for the trip home but detoured by Stephen Allen's LLC for coffee 
and donuts, also to view the Cade collection and do some more shopping. After 
spending much more money than I had intended too, we headed north and got home 
just in time for supper. 
 
We had a great time; I just wish all of you could have been there to share it with us.  I 
pray that everyone stays safe, healthy, warm, and dry through the coming storm 
season and hope to see you all in November in Lyons. 

Deo Favente, Neil

Studebaker Drivers Club Officers 
 

President  ....................................... Denny Foust......................... 143 Studebaker Road ..................... Spring Mills, PA  .................... 16875 

Vice President  .................................. Don Jones  ..................................... P.O. Box 299  ......................... Concord, VA  .................... 24516 

Secretary......................................... Cindy Foust......................... 143 Studebaker Road ..................... Spring Mills, PA ..................... 16875 

Treasurer ...................................... Jane Stinson............................. 5800 Stanley Road ................... Columbiaville, MI ..................... 48421 

SE Zone Director ................................ Allan Dias................................... 268 Long Road ...................... Whitesburg, TN ..................... 37891 

SE Zone Coordinator ......................... Clyde Furr  ...........................9000 Emory Rd. NE .......................... Corryton, TN ..................... 37721 

GA Regional Mgr. ...................... Dr. John Hollier........................... 178 Riverview Road ........................ Blairsville, GA ..................... 30512
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Secretaries Report 

Minutes from last meeting ..................................................................................................................................................... July 16th, 2022

The South Georgia Studebaker Drivers Club held it's bi-

monthly meeting in the heart of downtown Hazlehurst, 

Georgia at Mocha on Main, a meeting place in the old 

Western Auto building.  Three Studebakers and an extra 

were on display in the middle of town.  Club member and 

meeting hosts Cilicia and Mitchell Pair prepared a feast to 

rival any buffet restaurant, with some add-ons provided by 

others and some heavenly desserts brought by Andria 

Brooks.  Rudy Smith asked blessings on the food, and we 

ate and ate and ate.  The 16 members in attendance ate 

heartily and were treated to Studebaker branded car 

fresheners by the hosts.  Meeting business included a 

Treasurer's report that shows our bank status up to date and 

solvent.  A re-cap of the By-Law changes was given, and 

members were reminded that all changes have been printed 

for review in previous newsletter editions. It was noted that 

the By-Law changes were basically updates that had been 

voted and approved upon in the past such as the dues 

increase to $20 per year from $15 and the month to elect 

officers from July to January.  After some discussion, motion 

to accept the updated By-laws as written was made by 

Barnie O'Quinn, Jr., seconded by Rudy Smith.  Vote passed 

unanimously, none opposed. 

 

Members shared invitations / reminders of upcoming meets 

and car shows and with the cooler weather months were all 

hopeful to have our Studebakers on the road more. 

 

The next and final club meeting of 2022 will be November 

12th, 12:00 until whenever at Chatters Restaurant in Lyons, 

Georgia, hosted by Rudy and Teresa Smith.  For more 

details see page 5. 

 

With no further business, Rudy dismissed the meeting with 

prayer and members ventured out for pictures and shopping 

in the downtown shops. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Rebecca Burnette

Do you see it? 

 

Things our children don’t remember! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Credit Card Imprinter 

We know how to figure things out in the south, like how 

to cook eight hot dogs at a time. 

Do you want some mustard with yours? 
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September Meeting Photos 

September 17th, 2022, @ MOCHA on MAIN 11 S. Tallahassee Street, Suite 2 Hazlehurst, GA 31539 Host Cilicia & Mitchell Pair 

There where sixteen members present with three Studebakers.  Seated in left photo above starting with the gentlemen in 

the yellow shirt and going counterclockwise are James Thornton, Rebecca Burnette (standing), Neil Thornton, Bobby 

Dorsey, Peggy Williams (Elaine’s mother), Elaine Dorsey, Cilicia Pair (standing), Edie Thornton (standing), Teresa Smith, 

Rudy Smith, Andria Brooks, Terry Brooks, Barnie O’Quinn Jr, Bob Haggard, Mitchell Pair.  Photo taken by Haleigh Pair.  

 

The cars driven are as follows: Terry & Andria Brooks drove their 62 GT Hawk, Neil and Edie Thornton drove their two Larks 

a 62 & 60, Bob Haggard drove his 70 Nova.  All cars photographed in front of the Hazlehurst mural below.  

I drove the 62 GT Hawk to the event, 196-miles round trip.  On the following Monday I was testing the temp gauge and the 

radiator sprung a leak.  The radiator drained in about thirty minutes.  I removed the radiator and carried it to Star Radiator 

in Hinesville for a new core.  I will follow up on this story in the next Newsletter. 
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Next Club Meeting 

Mark your Calendars  

 

November 12, 2022 – Saturday - 12:00 a.m. to ~1:00 p.m. 

Chatters Country Buffet 

Address: 674 NW Broad St,  

Lyons, GA 30436,  

Phone: (912) 526-8040  

Host: Rudy & Teresa Smith,  

Info: (912) 565-7374 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Extended Meetings 
January 14, 2023 – Saturday – 12:00 a.m. to ~1:00 p.m. 
Officer Elections will be held at this meeting. 

Carey Hillard’s 
Address: 11111 Abercorn Street., Savannah, GA 31419, Phone: (912) 925-3225 
Host: Richard & Ann Miller, (912) 661-0037 
 
March 18, 2023 – Saturday – 12:00 a.m. to ~1:00 p.m. 

Hutto’s Bar-B-Que & Grill 
Address: 943 Georgia Highway 32 East, Ocilla, GA. 31774, Phone: (912) 468-9801 
Host: Loren & Betty Hendley, (229) 325-3353  

May 20, 2023 – Saturday – 12:00 a.m. to ~1:00 p.m. 
Bubba's Bistro 
Address: 3881 US Highway 17, Richmond Hill, GA 31324-3365, Phone: (912) 756-3535 
Host: Terry & Andria Brooks (912) 656-3581 

July 15, 2022 – Saturday - 12:00 a.m. to ~1:00 p.m. 

TBD 
Address: Baxley, GA 30436, Phone: (912) XXX-XXX  
Host: James & Valaree Thornton, Info: (912) 366-8711 

 Thank you all for hosting! 

Have you considered Hosting an event?  It is not complicated, you just pick one of your favorite spots (Restaurant, Park, 

Museum, or even your home) then make plans with the owner for a group of fifteen to twenty-five people to gather on the 

specified date for the meeting and a meal.  The local businesses will love it and they will remember what the So. Ga. 

Studebaker Chapter is afterwards.  The club will purchase the Host’s meals for the work that you do in making the plans.  

Currently we have Host’s through all the 2023-year events.
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Treasure & Membership Report 
 ............................................................................................................................................................................................ by Terry Brooks 

I figured out why my cars have such bad gas 
mileage!  How about you? 
 
Seriously, as I have gotten older, I drive 
more responsibly, and my gas mileage is 
not that bad, 19 MPG in the 59. I still don’t 
intend on trading my gas-powered autos for 
electric ones.  

 

 

So. Ga. Studebaker Drivers Club Bank Acct. 
Account Summary: .................................. Aug 2022 

▪ Deposits & Credits: ...................... 0 Deposits 

▪ Checks: 

o Cleared: ............................. 0 Checks 

o Outstanding: ...................... 0 Checks 

o Maintenance Fee: .................... None 

Account Activity & History: ........... Good Standing

Account Summary: ..................................Sept 2022 

▪ Deposits & Credits: ...................... 0 Deposits 

▪ Checks: 

o Cleared: ............................. 1 Checks 

o Outstanding: ...................... 0 Checks 

o Maintenance Fee: .................... None 

Account Activity & History: .......... Good Standing 

Bank Statement can be furnished upon request. 

 

So. Ga. Studebaker Drivers Club Membership & Dues Last Update 

Total Club Members 92 (54 families), 51 Families Dues are Paid-Up 09/31/2022 

The Club members own a total of ninety-eight Studebaker cars & trucks with forty are drivers.  
 

Website: studebakercarclub.weebly.com history for July. Last update: 09/27/2022 

The Weebly website has added “SQUARE Program” so now we must log into SQUARE to edit the site. 

127 Page Views 57 Unique Visits 13.47 Pages views per visit (average) 
 

Did you know? 

The fabulous 1950-51 bullet-nose Studebakers were probably the most famous Studebaker design of 

all time and arguably the one most well-remembered by the general public. For 1950 Studebaker built 

343,164 of them (its best year), with another 268,565 for 1951. Studebaker advertised the bullet-nose 

as the “Next Look” for 1950 and it was different indeed from everything else on the road. All of the 1950 

models were powered by in-line 6-cylinder engines with the Champions having the smaller Champion 

six and the Commanders and Land Cruisers having the larger Commander six. 

Then and now, bullet-nose Studebakers were seen everywhere. Fozzie Bear drove one in “The Muppet Movie”. Avon 

produced a men’s cologne bottle in the image of one. The Studebaker’s Night Club featured one on its menus and 

matchbooks. And considering that Studebaker only built a total of maybe 4.5 million cars in its entire 64 years of automobile 

manufacturing, roughly 1 out of 8 Studebakers ever built were bullet-nose models.  Millions of people rode in one at one 

time or another. 

Contributed by Al Germano to the Washington Dictator, newsletter of the Tacoma Area Chapter  

 

Dr John & Arlene Hollier, still recovering from effects of Covid. 

David Whitworth, recovering from effects of stroke.  

George Klutkowski with some medical concerns. 

Loren & Betty Hendley on going medical difficulties. 

Teresa Smith on going medical difficulties. 

George Gratton and death of family member. 

And any others we may have missed. 

 

 

Please remember these folks as their recover. 
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Today’s Thought 
 

Recipes 

 

Thank you, Rebecca, for this great recipe.   

 

What’s in your garage? 
 

Rudy Smith forwarded these photos of his 1955 E7 Studebaker Truck in his 

garage and said,  

“Just say, ONE DAY!”  

Rudy it will get there, Thanks. 

 

We would like to see what you are working on in your garage.  Send your story 

& photos of your latest project (s).  Email them to: teanle@comcast.net or use 

your cell phone, quick & easy!!!   Forward your photos to (912) 656-3581. 

Birthdays & Holidays 

 

OCTOBER (10) 

 

02  Veronica Hinely 

06  Corinne Wooden (Benson) 

     10  Columbus Day 

17  Elza Fowler 

17  Elaine Dorsey 

18  Janet Aspinwall 

23  Suzanne Findley 

25  Bobby Dorsey 

25  Barney O’Quinn Jr 

27  Vicki Scurry 

30  Ben Woolridge 

     31  Halloween 

NOVEMBER (11) 

 

03  Karel Daniel 

06  Karan Fowler 

     08  Election Day 

11  Mitchell Pair 

14  Jack Burnette 

15  Connie Eastwood 

18  Sam Ensley 

21  Cindi Woolridge 

     24  Thanksgiving Day 

25  Eric Lee 

29  Rebecca Burnette  

 

 

 

Let us know if we 

missed anyone’s 

birthday! 

We would like to publish your favorite recipes. 
Pull out them out and send it to me at teanle@comcast.net or  

(912) 656-3581 for the next Smoke Signal issue. 

"The key to life is accepting challenges. Once someone stops doing this, he's dead." -Bette Davis 

mailto:teanle@comcast.net
mailto:teanle@comcast.net
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What’s Your Story? 

“Terry, 
 
Of possible interest to Club Members. 
Best wishes. 
 
Dr. Karl Peace, So. Ga Studebaker Chapter” 
Miles Through Time 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Sean Mathis - Miles Through Time <sean@milesthroughtime.com> 
To: Karl <peacekarl@frontier.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 14, 2022, at 10:08:21 AM EDT 
Subject: What's new coming to MTT? 
 
Hey Karl 
 
I'm always saying Miles Through Time changes constantly and this week the museum 
changed again, but that is just the beginning. On Tuesday, I moved the Edsel out of the museum, and it was picked up by 
CCR Body Shop to be put back together. 
 
Soon, the 1958 Studebaker Golden Hawk that was donated to MTT by Dr. Karl Peace https://milesthroughtime.com/1958-
studebaker-golden-hawk/ will be leaving the museum as well. However, the car will only be gone for about 6 months while 
it receives a complete restoration. The museum is so grateful Dr. Karl Peace donated such an amazing, rare car; we feel it 
deserves a makeover. 

 
The Studebaker will be completely stripped down and repainted back to its original glory by 
CCR Body Ship in Ila, GA. Thanks to a few donated projects, we've already raised $4,000 
towards the completion of the Golden Hawk. We do need your help to raise the additional 
$5,000 required to complete the project. 
 
Everyone who donates specifically to the Golden Hawk will be listed on the MTT website as 
a donor and on a new sign that will be displayed with the car in the museum, that will show 

all the people that helped restore one of 878 Golden Hawks. 
 
To donate, send a check, please make sure it is marked specifically for the Studebaker. I will constantly be updating the 
page to reflect the current amount raised so you can keep track of how close we are.  Your donations are tax-deductible 
and appreciated! 
 
Next week, both Cannonball Run cars will be leaving the museum for at least a few months. To 
replace the cars, we've got some similar-styled cars to fill the gap, kind of. 
 
I won't tell you what they are just yet, but there will be three of them, and here's your clue, a 
German, an Italian, and a Japanese. 
 
There is also one more special car scheduled to arrive soon. I am actually going to go get it at 
the same time I take the Studebaker Golden Hawk away. I will return with a 1924 Apperson. 
 
If you've never heard of an Apperson, that's okay. They only made them in Kokomo, Indiana from 1901 to 1926. If you've 
seen the Jack Rabbit logo, that's the Apperson.  To make this car even more special, it is going to be on display along with 
a lot of Apperson memorabilia collected over a lifetime from a descendant of the original family that built the car. 

mailto:sean@milesthroughtime.com
mailto:peacekarl@frontier.com
https://milesthroughtime.com/1958-studebaker-golden-hawk/
https://milesthroughtime.com/1958-studebaker-golden-hawk/
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We're super excited to share the story behind this car! 
 
Our fundraiser is still going on, with the winner being chosen in December. Make sure you get your tickets for a chance to 
win one of our 1920 Indian Board Track Racer tribute bikes. You can get your tickets online. 
 
Make sure you sign up at Automotive Museum Guide if you haven't already. Each week I showcase at least 3 automotive 
museums from across North America. You'll discover new places to visit. 
 
When you visit the museum, don't forget to check out all the great booths at Vintage Garage 
Antiques. These vendors help support the museum by creating amazing tiny stores for you 
to shop either before or after you tour MTT. 
 
As always, if you ever have any questions, let me know. MTT is unlike any other automotive 
museum in the world and together we can make it one of the best. 
 
Have a great rest of the week! 
 
Sean Mathis 
Founder/Curator, Miles Through Time Automotive Museum 
470-239-0199 
milesthroughtime.com 

583 Grant St. 
Clarkesville, GA 30523  

Collector Vehicle Qualifications 
A wide range of specialty cars and trucks are eligible for collector insurance rates, including: 

• Antique cars. 
• Vintage cars. 
• Classic cars. 

Although these divisions are typically unimportant for insurance purposes, they represent separate and distinct eras of 
manufacture. 

Antique Cars 

The antique car classification is the oldest of the three vehicle types above. The Antique Automobile Club of America 
considers any vehicle made more than 45 years ago as antique; however, this timeframe is not set in stone. 

Regional authorities and individual collectors have differing views on exactly what constitutes an “antique” car. Many 
aficionados will not consider a vehicle an antique unless it was made before 1918. 

Vintage Cars 

The next oldest classification, the vintage car, is widely known to consist of automobiles with manufacture dates 
between 1919 and 1930. 

Classic Cars 

Classic cars are restricted to exceptional and/or limited-run vehicles that were made between the late 1920s and the 
late 1940s. 

Additional Classifications, Other vehicle types that might qualify for collector auto insurance include: 
• Kit cars. 
• Muscle cars. 
• Motorsport vehicles. 
• Street hot rods. 
• Vehicles under restoration. 
• Modern limited production models. 

 

https://www.americanheritageinsurance.com/auto-insurance-coverage-for-antique-and-historic-cars/  

 

https://tmsm.krtra.com/c/8mK5NWIf1ZlF/gv02
https://tmsm.krtra.com/c/sUAp8wcWlodT/gv02
https://tmsm.krtra.com/c/sUAp8wcWlodT/gv02
https://tmsm.krtra.com/c/EPwNfMujSKCp/gv02
https://tmsm.krtra.com/c/M4rivnWb3Za4/gv02
https://www.americanheritageinsurance.com/auto-insurance-coverage-for-antique-and-historic-cars/
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International Drive Your Studebaker Day! 
September 10th, 2022 

Andria and I drove our 1959 Silver 

Hawk and Neil & Edie Thornton drove 

their 1960 Lark. 

Andria and I left Richmond Hill, 

Georgia around 11:00 AM.  Neil and 

Edie left Hazlehurst, Georgia around 

10:00 AM and we met in Midway, 

Georgia. From Midway we drove 

down Coastal Highway 17 to Darien, 

Georgia to eat at Skippers Fish Camp 

but on the way the following things 

happened. 

Traveling down Highway 17, we 

stopped at the Smallest Church in 

America in Townsend Georgia.  

Photo to the left second from top.  We 

met a couple (Rev. Joel Terragnoli & 

his wife) there who has a relative that 

is restoring a Studebaker, so we 

talked for a while. Joel is a Retired 

Army Chaplain. They are 

photographed to the right between 

the 59 and 60 Studebaker’s in the 

photo third from top.  

A little further down Highway 17, we 

took photos of the cars passing under 

the Oak Tree covered Highway in 

Eulonia, Georgia.  Top left and 

second down on right. 

As we continued down Highway 17, we passed an old Piggly Wiggly Store in 

Townsend, Georgia so we took a couple of photos by their sign as seen to the 

left. 

After eating at Skipper’s, the lady’s visited the markets in Darien as they had a 

street market setup with many homemade goods by the locals.  Of course, 

Andria purchased some nick knacks, two gourds mounted on a piece of wood 

that looks like two birds and Edie purchased some fancy soap. 

Andria and I drove the 59 Silver Hawk just over 110 miles round trip consuming 

6.5 gallons of gas.  That is 16.9 MPG not too bad for a 60+ year old car.  Neil and Edie kept going south and ended up at 

the Brunswick Mall. Then drove the Golden Isles Parkway back to Hazlehurst, with the top down.  Neil and Edie drove just 

over 210 miles round trip (estimated from Google Maps).  Not sure how much gas their 1960 Lark consumed or what their 

MPG averaged, but Neil broke a motor mount along the drive, which he repaired before the South Georgia Studebaker 

Chapter event the next weekend.  The Lark Convertible placed 3rd in the Lark class at the Southeast Zone meet in 

Jacksonville the following weekend. 

Our thoughts: “It was a very nice day for a nice drive in our Studebakers this International Drive Your Studebaker Day.” 

Others that drove their Studebakers include Tracey Culla in her 1964 Commander, John Covell in his 1955 President and 

Rick Hughes in his 1955 Pickup.  We are waiting for photos from these folks. 

If you drove your Studebaker in International Drive Your Studebaker Day, please send in your drive experience and any 

photos that you may have taken or just a photo of your car so we can include them in future Smoke Signals. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................................... Col. Terry Brooks 
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Southeast Zone Meet 
Held on September 24th, 2022 in Gainesville, Florida. 

The event was the topic of The Presidents Cogitations 
found on page 2 of 20 in this Newsletter. 

Loren Hendley’s 63 GT Hawk won 1st in the Hawk Group 

Loren asked to speak when 
they announced that he had 
won the award and the 
moderator agreed to Loren 
speaking.  Loren took his grand 
daughter (Heather Culpepper) 
and great grand daughter 
(Hendley Culpepper) to the 
stage with him. 

Loren began his speech with a 
little history of his 63 GT Hawk, 
that he had the car for thirty-five years and completed a 
restoration on the car about twenty years ago.  Loren then 
announced that he was gifting the car to Hendley, with 
Heather’s care until she reached the age of eighteen. 

With that Loren stated three points to the group:  

1. He wanted to keep the car in the family. 
2. He wanted the car to stay on the road. 
3. Last point a, very good one: The club (all Clubs) 

need young people as members to the applauds of 
the crowd. 

Way to go Loren! 

Three Generations of studebaker Lovers.

Our President, Neil Thornton with Daughter Rebecca 
Burnette and Grandson Matthew (Matt) Burnette, with 
Matt’s 53 Starliner photo to left. 

Wayne & Ann Lee’s 48 Truck won 1st in the Truck Group 

Good looking truck Wayne & Ann. 

Wayne & Ann also had Sweet Pea 
at the 2022 SDC International Meet 
receiving a 1st Place in DIVISION 9. 

A photo is on page 16 of 20 in this 
Newsletter with their son Eric in the 
drivers seat. 

Neil Thornton’s 60 Lark won 3rd in the Lark Group 

Neil’s Nick name for this Lark is Butter Cup. 

The South Georgia Studebaker Chapter had a good showing at 
the event with three cars all taking awards and a group of twenty 
people all club members and associated.  Congratulations to our 
winners. 

Some of Neil’s other cars Nick Names are Shadow (Black 57 
Hawk), Sweet Magnolia (63 GT Hawk), Bonnie Blue (53 
Champion), Fred (58 Truck).  James, Neil’s son has a 51 Bullet 
Nose, Nick Named Ole Bullet. 

See the “Nick Name” challenge on bottom right on page 16 of 20.
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1909 Studebaker Electric Car 
It looks like Electric Cars are becoming more popular and possibly 

the only means of transportation that will be available soon.  

Everyone thinks that electric cars are a new technology, but 

Studebaker manufactured battery powered cars from 1902 to 1912 

during which they produced only 1,841 vehicles. Frederick S. Fish 

was chairman of the executive committee and persuaded the board 

to supply $4,000.00 for the development of an electric vehicle.  

Studebaker chose battery-powered electric vehicles because they 

were clean, easily recharged, and worked well in urban centers 

without need of refueling stations.  

Technical features include four 

speeds forward and four speeds in 

reverse! A footbrake operates 

controls for the rear axle and a second 

brake controls the armature shaft. The 

electric motor is powered by 36 cells 

of 9 plate batteries which are located 

both in the front and rear of the car to equalize weight distribution. 

The company said it had a top speed of 18 miles per hour. The car 

weighs 2300 pounds. 

Studebaker electric cars were available in a variety of body styles.  

They included the Stanhope, Victoria, and Surrey.  By 1912 

Studebaker realized the future was in gasoline powered engines.  

This 1909 Studebaker pictured to the right was at a restoration shop 

with a Mustang Mach-E for restoration.  After the passing of the 

restoration shops owner the car owner contacted AACA looking for a shop that could complete the work on his two cars.  

AACA found a shop that would restore the Mustang but could not find a restoration 

shop for the Studebaker.  The Studebaker set unattended for several years then a 

couple of the AACA personnel examined the old Studebaker and boxes of parts and 

like small children decided to assemble the Studebaker the best they could, and they 

found it was not a hard task as many of the parts were there. 

They found under one of the boxes flaps the identification plate. With the identification 

plate in hand, they discussed the car with another AACA member that was familiar with 

Studebaker, and he sent them a copy of an early Studebaker catalog informing them 

that they had a 1909 Studebaker Model 13a Suburban Stanhope and not only a 

previously unknown example, but the only such model known to exist.  The owner had 

thought he had a 1902 Studebaker. 

They found that the roof, hub caps, head light and rubber for the running board where 

missing.  They contacted a friend who furnished some pyramid rubber for 

the step plates and modeled some hub caps.  Another friend that is 

recognized as the leading craftsman for brass-car and early car lights was 

able to supply a period correct set of side lamps from the sale catalog 

depiction.  There is an Amish shop located nearby that can make a new top.  

They decided to hold off on the top. 

The 1909 Studebaker is now on exhibit at the AACA museum.  The AACA 

received an invitation to the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance scheduled 

for May 23rd, 2021, which the AACA did show.   

The car is on loan to the AACA to be displayed for years to come. 

References: 

Antique Automobile Magazine May/June 2021 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studebaker_Electric 

More photos and information at  https://www.conceptcarz.com/z31615/studebaker-model-13a.aspx. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studebaker_Electric
https://www.conceptcarz.com/z31615/studebaker-model-13a.aspx
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The In Highest Paid Woman Artist America Designed Cars for Studebaker 
 ................................................................................................................................................................................ by Sharon L. Simonson 

Not many people know who she was in today’s world, but in the 

1920’s, she lived and worked in Toledo, Ohio, for the Dura 

Company. Helen Dryden was an art director who designed items 

for Dura’s product line and that included household objects like 

candle sticks, whiskey stoppers and other industrial items. 

Helen Dryden was born in Baltimore, Maryland and moved to 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with her family at the age of seven. 

Very early in her life, she showed an artistic talent when she 

began designing and selling clothes for paper dolls. 

Later on, she sold a set of her paper dolls and dresses to a 

newspaper and was hired by the “Philadelphia Public Ledger” and 

also “The Philadelphia Press” as an illustrator for fashion articles. 

Although, she had received some training in landscape painting, 

she decided that wasn’t for her. Largely self-taught, Helen Dryden 

moved to New York City and tried to break into working for 

“Vogue” fashion magazine. 

They rejected her until the magazine was bought out by “Conde 

Nast Publications.” Soon, she was creating designs for Vogue 

and other publications for over ten years. All her illustrations and 

magazine covers were colorful and romantic representations of 

women’s dresses. During these years, she also started a career 

as a costume designer and was well-received. 

She left “Vogue” to work for another magazine called the 

“Delineator”. Her artwork took on an art deco look and by 1925, 

she was noticed by Toledo’s Dura Corporation. Helen Dryden 

was interested in Industrial Design and took the job at Dura for 

the sum of $35,000 a year. In the late 1920’s this was a lot of 

money for an artistic director. 

Dura hired Dryden to produce designs for chrome decorative objects, textiles, tableware, lamps, and glassware. When the 

Great Depression hit the country, Ms. Dryden lost her job at Dura like many others in the company. The next art director, 

George Walker, took her old job for $200 a month. 

Ms. Dryden became the highest paid woman artist in the United States when she started working for Studebaker in South 

Bend, Indiana.  

She earned $100,000 a year designing the interior of the 1936 Studebaker “President” and “Dictator” vehicles. 

Studebaker’s advertising slogan, was, “Its Styled by Helen Dryden.” The Press marveled that a woman could be so important 

in the mechanical engineering field. 

She received much acclaim for her redesign of the 1937 Studebaker “President” model. 

(Sharon L. Simonson is a freelance writer from Perrysburg, Ohio.) Permission for reprinting was given by Sharon L. 

Simonson. The 

article was printed originally in the Bend of the River Magazine, in Maumee, Ohio. This magazine focuses on partially 

General American History. 

 This article was submitted by Maggie Wheeler. 

 Copied from The Copper Starlight - Thanks Dee & Larry Northington 
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Where the Rubber Meets the Road 
 ................................................................................................................................................................................................. By Dan Kuhl 

Little did Harvey S. Firestone know when he worked for the 

Columbus Buggy Company in 1893 that he would own one of 

the largest tire and rubber companies in the world. While 

working at Columbus he became interested in rubber tires for 

buggy wheels which would give a better ride than the usual steel 

rimmed wooded wheels or even the rope rimmed wheels seen 

on the 1899 Autocar. 

In August of 1900, Firestone opened its first tire factory in Akron, 

Ohio, the soon to be rubber capital, with Good-year, B.F. 

Goodrich and General Tires all located there. In the company’s 

early years Firestone became close friends with Thomas Edison 

and Henry Ford. Henry Ford believed that Firestone tires were 

good enough to be the tires of choice on new Fords leaving the 

factory. 

In 1911 there were Firestone tires on the race car that won the first Indianapolis 500. It was soon after this race that Firestone 

became acquainted with Barney Oldfield “the American Seed King” who was famous for his driving prowess in the early 

“Brickyard” races. This relationship was capped with Firestone producing the very successful Oldfield tire-line. 

In the 20’s Studebaker began competing at the Indianapolis 500. And, of course, the Studebakers rode on Fire-stone tires 

as noted on the 1929 photo of the Studebaker President Pace Car. By 1933 Studebaker had nine entries into the Indy Race: 

all but two powered by the 337 cubic inch President straight-eight engine. Of interest, the Studebaker factory teams had 

one big advantage; they had access to the Studebaker test track west of South Bend where they could hone their racing 

skills. 

From 1922 to 1966 all winners of the Indianapolis 

500 rode on Firestone tires. Maybe this record 

influenced Studebaker to offer Firestone tires on their 

new cars. My 1964 Daytona came with two ply 6.50 

by 15 black wall Firestone tires. I believe these tires 

were standard issue. Another ’64 Daytona that was 

recently for sale on eBay, left the factory with 

Firestone 4 ply white wall tires, Item 51D on the 1964 

Options and Accessory list. Item 51 (A thru E) were 

the tire options available to the Studebaker buyer. 

Also, for that look of originality, I run Firestone bias-

ply pie crust tires on my ’59 pickup. 

In 1978 Firestone was purchased by Bridgestone Tire Company of Japan, the largest tire manufacturer in the world. Many 

great American companies have met this same demise. 

In closing, the Firestone legacy is still with us while Bridgestone sells tires with the Firestone name and interestingly, opened 

a new technical center in Akron, Ohio, in April 2012. 

References: 

Fox, Fred. “Studebaker’s 1964 Lark-Types, South Bend’s Last Hope.” Turning Wheels Vol 25, No 2 (Feb 1993): pp. 6-21. 

Lief, Alfred. (1951). The Firestone Story. Whittlesey House. 

Quinn, Richard. “An Exciting Test: Studebakers at Indianapolis in the Thirties.” Collectible Automobile Vol 36, No 3 (Oct 2019): pp. 48-

59. 

Numerous web sites. 

Note: The pin-back (130 years old) is from my personal collection. 
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Electrical Odds ‘N’ Ends 
by  ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Pete Yuen 

A friend had an electrical problem with her car: The car 

would only start when the battery is fully charged. The 

battery terminals were checked and cleaned and still, after 

the car was sitting for a few days, it would not start. It was a 

poor ground that caused the problem. 

When the battery was fully charged, there was enough 

current to get through a poor ground but when the battery 

was not fully charged, the poor ground did not allow enough 

power to get through to complete the circuit. 

Automotive Electric Systems and Electrolysis 

The main components of the electrical system in a car are 

the battery and, in most cars today, the alternator. Recently, 

I have learned that a defective alternator can ruin a battery 

and a defective battery can have ill effects on the alternator. 

I guess that sounds fair. 

Electrolysis occurs when unlike metals are in contact with 

each other but with a battery connected in a car, there is an 

increase of electrolysis in the car. To minimize the amount 

of electrolysis due to the battery connection, there needs to 

be a good ground in the electrical system. Electrolysis is 

even present in the water of the cooling system. 

The longer and dirtier the coolant is, the more electrolysis 

there is in the liquid. The Electrolysis causes the hoses to 

deteriorate from the inside. In severe cases, the electrolysis 

will even “eat” into the hose clamp. 

I have heard of aluminum radiators lasting only for a year. 

One can presume that the rapid deterioration is due to the 

electrolysis. 

To minimize the electrolysis in a car that is going to be 

unused for a long period, the battery should be 

disconnected by removing one of the cables. 

 

 

 

Copied from The ECHO - Grand Canyon Chapter..... Chris Collins 

 

A Bomb Shell 

The Studebaker brothers' COMPANY very likely never 

made a horse-drawn Conestoga wagon!! l know, the 

Studebaker Corporation used that pioneering icon to their 

advantage a LOT. Studebaker even presented a real 

Conestoga in its hometown (and 1952 Indy 500) parades. 

But THAT Conestoga was built by the 5 brothers' father in 

1830 and used in their moves to Ohio and Indiana, years 

before the company was founded. A Conestoga wagon was 

BIG - approximately 18 feet long and 11 feet high with 

ironed tires 4 inches wide and a curved floor made to hold 

cargo in place as it bounced over what passed for roads at 

the time. Oxen were often used to pull one because of the 

very heavy loads a Conestoga was capable of hauling. It 

was used mainly in the Northeastern parts of the U.S. and 

into Ontario, Canada.  People traveling to the west of the

Mississippi, however, wanted a lighter "prairie schooner" 

that could be used on a farm when they settled and pulled 

by horses, they could also use better on their prairie farms. 

So, by 1850 or so, the Conestoga wagon was obsolete. This 

is confirmed in The Studebaker National Museum's book 

"Over a Century on Wheels". The Studebaker brothers 

made their bread and butter on the farm wagon/prairie 

schooner type wagons (plus sturdy but versatile and 

maneuverable wagons for the military) which were much in 

demand in the second half of the 19th century. Of course, 

the company made several thousand much better-looking 

motorized Conestoga station wagons about a century later! 

I'll take a '54 Deluxe Commander in Maui Blue!             

 

Thanks to ............................................................................................................  Roger Hill, Member, Hamilton Chapter, Ontario, Canada 

  

Tech Tips/Notes 
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Studebaker Links: 

Studebaker Vendors 
http://www.studebakervendors.com/ 

*Pat Skelly Pertronix III Install Test Run 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocUU9h4x50A 

*Find your car (s) in the movies 
https://www.imcdb.org/ 

Antique Studebaker Club 
http://www.theantiquestudebakerclub.com/ 

The Avanti Owners Association 
http://www.aoai.org/ 

So. Ga. Studebaker Drivers Club 
https://studebakercarclub.weebly.com/ 

Ethanol-free gas stations near you:  
http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=GA 

*A Virtual Tour of the Studebaker Factory 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOAdYJAS5P0  

*South Bend's Studebaker Legacy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvKW931UMgM 

Members Auto’s 

 

Studebaker Drivers Club (SDC) Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/StudebakerDriversClubInc/ 

Studebaker Addicts International Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/ 

Studebaker International Inc. 
https://www.studebaker-intl.com/index.html 

The Studebaker National Museum 
https://www.studebakermuseum.org/about/museum-history/ 

The Studebaker Drivers Club  
http://studebakerclubs.com/ 
 
*Studebaker-Info.Org. 
https://studebaker-info.org/ 

*Studebaker Related Web Sites 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/ 

*Studebaker Addicts (international) 
https://antiquestudebakerclub.org/studebaker-related-web-sites/ 

*Denotes New Websites and Videos 

Check our Website & Facebook pages: 

 

 

 

 

 

https:SO GA CHAPTER STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB - 

ABOUT (weebly.com)  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/121344184681953 

Did you know you can go to the web site for club roster, 

events, newsletters, photos from the chapter events, 

classifieds and many links to Studebaker websites.   

Check them out. 

Cars Nick Names 

Do you have a nickname for your Studebaker? 

We have all heard Neil Thornton call his Pink Lark “Miss 

Pinkie” and Wayne Lee call his 41 Champion “Sweet Pea”. 

If you have a nickname for your Studebaker please send a 

note to the editor at teanle@comcast.net for a column in a 

future newsletter. Include a short sentence or two telling us 

why you chose the nickname. 

Neil or Wayne why did you give your Studebaker those 

nicknames? 

Idea from The ECHO - Grand Canyon Chapter - Chris 

Collins  

Photo Above Eric Lee 

In Sweet Pea at the 2022 SDC International Meet 

Sweet Pea received a 1st Place in the 

DIVISION 9 

Modified – Non-Studebaker Engine Group 

Scoring 392 out of 400. 

 

Sweet Pea was also on page 9 of the  

August 2022 Vol. 54, No. 8 Edition of Turning Wheels 

in a photo submitted by Wane & Ann Lee and 

photographed in front of Tippecanoe Place. 

If you would like your photos added to the Smoke 

Signal newsletter (s) then send your photos of your car 

(s) on the road or in front of something interesting to 

Terry Brooks at teanle@comcast.net or you can give 

them to Terry at the next meeting and he will scan 

them for the future Smoke Signal newsletter (s) and 

return the originals to you. 

http://www.studebakervendors.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocUU9h4x50A
https://www.imcdb.org/
http://www.theantiquestudebakerclub.com/
http://www.aoai.org/
https://studebakercarclub.weebly.com/
http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=GA
https://www.facebook.com/StudebakerDriversClubInc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/
https://www.studebaker-intl.com/index.html
https://www.studebakermuseum.org/
https://www.studebakermuseum.org/about/museum-history/
http://studebakerclubs.com/
https://studebaker-info.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/
https://studebakercarclub.weebly.com/
https://studebakercarclub.weebly.com/
mailto:teanle@comcast.net
mailto:teanle@comcast.net
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Funny Bones 
My wife is so negative. I remembered the car seat, the 
stroller, AND the diaper bag. Yet all she can talk about is 
how I forgot the baby. 
 
I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. 
Not screaming and yelling like the passengers in his car. 
 
Two fish are sitting in a tank. One looks over at the other 
and says: "Hey, do you know how to drive this thing?" 
 

With the rise of self-driving vehicles, it's only a matter of 
time before we get a country song where a guy's truck 
leaves him too. 
 
Apparently, I snore so loudly that it scares everyone in the 
car I'm driving. 
 
A dad is washing the car with his son. After a moment, the 
son asks his father, "Do you think we could use a sponge 
instead?" 

Funny Signs
  

 
Interesting Facts 

▪ It is physically impossible for pigs to look up into the 
sky. 

▪ Strawberry is the only fruit with its seeds on the 
outside. 

▪ There are 366 dimples on a golf ball. 
▪ Honey is the only food that doesn’t spoil. 
▪ Elephants are the only animals that can’t jump. 
▪ Coca-Cola was originally green because of fresh 

cocoa leaves. 
▪ The bulletproof vest was invented by a pizza 

delivery guy from Detroit USA, after he was shot 
twice on the job. 

▪ A snail can sleep for three years. 
▪ If a statue of a person in the park on a horse has 

both front legs in the air, the person died in battle. 
▪ If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person 

died as a result of wounds received in battle. 
▪ If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the 

person died of natural causes. 
▪ The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. 
▪ Like fingerprints, everyone’s tongue print is 

different. 
▪ You burn more calories sleeping than you do 

watching television. 
▪ The King of Hearts is the only king without a 

mustache. 
▪ A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one knows 

why. 
▪ The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley’s 

gum. 
▪ Most dust particles in your house are made from 

dead skin. 

▪ Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking 
you up in the morning. 

▪ Women blink nearly twice as much as men! 
▪ An average person spends 24 years of his life 

sleeping. 
▪ An average person eats 60,000 pounds of food in 

his lifetime. 
▪ You can’t kill yourself by holding your breath. 
▪ It is impossible to lick your elbow. 
▪ OK This one is a little bizarre; Turtles can breathe 

through their butts. 

 

Fast Fact: R2 or 2R? 

R2 was a 1963/64 model year Studebaker built HD 289 ci 
V8 engine that had a Paxton Supercharger and a 4 barrel -
carburetor. Studebaker rated these engines at 290 BHP. 
These engines could be ordered in an Avanti, a GT Hawk 
or a Lark type car. 

2R was a series of trucks built by Studebaker for model 
years 1949 to 1953. These trucks were rated from 1/2 ton 
to 2 ton. All were powered by Studebaker L-head 6-cylinder 
engines. These trucks and later models of the same design 
are often referred to a “C-Cab” trucks, which was the factory 
designation for the cab style. Studebaker sold more of these 
trucks than all other series combined. 

Reprinted from the Northwest Chapter newsletter. 

 ......................................................... Jennifer Arnold, Editor 
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Local Events 
Richmond Hill Cars & Coffee 

Saturday, Mar. 5th, thru Saturday, Oct.1st, 2022 

09:00 am to 11:00 am 

11460 Ford Avenue, Richmond Hill, GA 

Richmond Hill Historical Society and Museum 

CARS AND COFFEE SAVANNAH 
Habersham Village parking near the 5 Spot 

Every 1st Saturday of the month, 7:30am - 10am 

 

DARIEN CRUISE IN 
Every 3rd Saturday 4pm-7pm 

Ruby Tuesday's Darien outlet mall exit 49 off of I-95 

 

CAROLINA DREAMERS CAR CLUB 
Monthly Cruise-In 4th Thursday of each month, 5pm - 8pm 

Shelter Cove Community Park, 39 Shelter Cove Lane, 

Hilton Head Island SC 

CARS AND COFFEE HILTON HEAD 
Every 3rd Saturday 8am-11am 

1 University Blvd Bluffton, SC 

SOUTHERN CRUISERS CRUISE IN 
Every 3rd Saturday 6pm-8pm 

Statesboro Mall Highway 80, Statesboro, GA 

First Friday Night of every month meet at Fordham’s 

Farmhouse Restaurant in Statesboro off US 80 6PM-8P 

RINCON CRUISE IN 
Every 2nd Saturday 3pm-6pm 

Huddle House Rincon GA 

CAFFEINE & OCTANE 

1st Sunday of each month; 8:00-11:00 

4400 Ashford Dunwoody Rd, Atlanta, GA 30346 

For more info: caffeineandoctane.com and on 

Facebook 

CAFFEINE AND EXOTICS 

Dates and times vary 

1 Galambos Way, Sandy Springs, Georgia 

For more info: caffeineandexotics.com & on 

Facebook 

GOPHER HILL FESTIVAL & CAR SHOW 

Saturday, October 8th; 8:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 

601 South Green Street 

Ridgeland, South Carolina 

Keefe Blatchley has passed away 

New contact George Brown 

For more information see poster next page. 

New Member Challenge 

hen a Chapter member recruits a new member to 
join SDC and the South Georgia Studebaker 
Drivers Club Chapter, he/she will have Chapter 

dues paid for the following year.  Just ask the new member 
to mention your name on the application where it asks, 
“Referred By”. 
New Member Challenge 

Chapter Name Badges & Shirts 

f you would like South Georgia Studebaker Chapter 
Name Badge or shirt for yourself or a family member you 
can order them from Neal Thornton at 

259lark@gmail.com or (912) 375-7986. The name tags 
are available in white plastic with the chapter logo and your 
name.  Shirts are blue with logo on right chest plate.  Give 
Neil Thornton your shirt size and $30.00 to receive your 
shirt.  
 

 

 

Parts for Sale 
 

1954 STUDEBAKER CHAMPION 

ALL PARTS ARE OE AND ARE FREE OF RUST AND 
DAMAGE.  Below is a partial list of parts 

Studebaker script for the front grill 
4 Full Hubcaps 
Hood 
Both Front Fenders 
Most of, if not all pieces of Body Chrome 
Glove Box Lid 

If anyone is interested, they can call or text me at 912 856 
4880 for more info and will text pics back to you.  

TED WORKMAN (912)856-880 or copwithcars@aol.com

W 

I 

STEPHEN ALLEN’S LLC 

PO BOX559, 

Newberry, FL 32669 

Phone: (352) 472-9369 

Fax: (352) 472-6339 

Email: parts@mystudebaker.com 

Web: mystudebaker.com 

We’re Not Perfect BUT we have STUDEBAKERS! 

And that’s Close Enough! 

mailto:copwithcars@aol.com
mailto:parts@mystudebaker.com
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Other Events 

 

J.C. Taylor 
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Club Applications 
 


