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President’s Pen 
 
 

Thanksgiving is over and we are headed for Christmas!  My, 

My how time flies. Edie and I just got back from Daytona and 

the 48th Turkey Rod Run. We have been attending for about 15 

years now and always meet up with old friends. Many of our So 

Ga. members would attend in the past. but the number has 

decreased greatly. We did get to see George Gratton and Mike 

Aspinwall down there this year. 

 

We took Buttercup, our yellow Lark Convertible this trip to add her photo to our 

collection. Still not confident enough to drive her that far so she rode down on the trailer 

behind Edie's Night Runner Ram Truck. It was raining when we left Hazlehurst and 

raining when we got back, But the weather was great while we were there. 

 

When you cross the track to enter the show on the infield, they take your picture. Our 

picture on Friday had a tow truck, a Silverhawk and a golf cart in the background so we 

tried again Saturday. That one had a Mercedes and a man standing in the shot.  They told 

me to drive it through again. By this time Mike Aspinwall had shown up so I convinced 

him to ride with me for the 3rd attempt. This time it worked like a charm. Either the third 

time was a charm or Mike was a lucky charm, but we got a good picture. However, by 

now it was too late to get it processed on site so we will have to wait on the Mail to get 

our picture. 

 

The trip down was rather hectic. There was a wreck on I-95 which caused a 2-hour delay, 

but we took the backroads coming home and had the pleasure of seeing a Majestic Bald 

Eagle sitting on the shoulder of the road just watching the cars go by. As we passed, he 

flew up and followed us for a while. I think he wanted to get a better look at Buttercup. 

The rest of the trip was uneventful, and we had a great time. I just wish more of you 

could have been with us. 

 

Now it's time to look forward to seeing what the coming year has in store for us. I hope 

it holds good fortune and wellbeing for each and every one of us. I hope to see more 

projects finished and back on the road. I hope to see everyone healthy, happy, and 

prosperous. 

 

I hope everyone has a happy and merry Christmas with lots of joy and love all mixed 

together. Please remember the reason for the season. The little Baby Boy that was born 

so many years ago in Bethlehem and grew up to give his life then take it back again so 

that all who believe in him should have everlasting life. 

Neil 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Officers 2021 

 

PRESIDENT 

Neil Thornton 
50 Ernest Carter Rd. 
Hazlehurst, GA 31539 
(912) 375-7986 
259Lark@gmail.com  
 

VICE PRESIDENT   

Rudy Smith 
497-R Smith Rd 
Vidalia, GA 30474 
(912) 565-7374 
smithrudy@bellsouth.net 
 

SECRETARY 

Rebecca Burnette 
381 Lumber City Hwy 
Hazlehurst, GA 31539 
(912) 375-4925 
rburnette75@yahoo.com  
 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP /  

WEBSITE & EDITOR 

Terry Brooks 
141 Mackay Dr 
Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
(912) 656-3581 
teanle@comcast.net 
 

CHAPLAIN 

Loren Hendley  
716 Brushy Creek Rd 
Ocilla, GA 31774-2300 
(229) 468-9532 
alhendley63gt@yahoo.com  
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Smoke Signal is the official bi-monthly publication of the South Georgia Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club. 
Contributions are welcome and encouraged.  All comments and opinions are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect 
the policy of the Chapter or the National SDC.  It is published and distributed on even months to Chapter members.  The deadline 
for submittal of material for publication is the end of the meeting month.  Chapter meetings are held bi-monthly on odd months 
in different locations throughout South Georgia.  Chapter officers are listed above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S t u d e b a k e r  D r i v e r s  C l u b  O f f i c e r s  
 

President   Denny Foust  143 Studebaker Rd.,  Spring Mills, PA   16875 
Vice President   Don Jones   P.O. Box 299,   Concord, VA   24516 
Secretary  Cindy Foust  143 Studebaker Rd.  Spring Mills, PA  16875 
Treasurer  Jane Stinson  5800 Stanley Rd.  Columbiaville, MI   48421 
SE Zone Director  Allan Dias  268 Long Rd.  Whitesburg, TN  37891 
SE Zone Coordinator Clyde Furr   9000 Emory Rd. NE  Corryton, TN  37721 
GA Regional Mgr. Dr. John Hollier  178 Riverview Rd.  Blairsville, GA  30512 

 

 

mailto:259Lark@gmail.com
mailto:smithrudy@bellsouth.net
mailto:rburnette75@yahoo.com
mailto:teanle@comcast.net
mailto:alhendley63gt@yahoo.com
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Next Meeting 

Saturday – Jan 15, 2022 

 
Phone: (912) 437-3474 

Address: 85 Screven St, 

Darien, GA 31305 

Host:  Valaree & James Thornton (912) 366-8711  

11:30 – 1:00pm 

 
 

 
 

Downtown Darien 
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November 13, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Secretaries 

Report 

 

The South Georgia Studebaker Drivers Club 

held their final meeting of 2021, November 13, at 

Georgia Bob’s BBQ in Warner Robins. 

 

We had twenty-four members, family and friends 

join us, and four Studebakers, including the late 

Steve Roberts’ Transtar, brought back to life by 

his wife, Peggy and son, David.  

 

Loren Hendley asked blessings over the meal, 

fantastic as always, and after the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag, the meeting for under way. 

Five of our members in attendance are Veterans 

of various branches of service and were 

recognized as well as guests.  

 

Thank you, cards were read, and prayers for 

those under the weather were noted.   

 

Wayne and Ann Lee were recognized for the 

many years of service they have provided to our 

club, in many ways, but most notable the award-

winning newsletter, they have edited for 

countless years.  They have decided to lay down 

the pen - again, and it has been taken up by Terry 

Brooks.   

 

Our club treasury shows a balance of $ 2,642.15 

and has been supplemented by the proceeds 

from raffle tickets for the custom quilt we had 

made. Quilt Raffle raised $1,147.00 for the club. 

The winner of the quilt was David Roberts, who 

promptly gave it to his mom, Peggy Roberts.  

 

The next meeting will be January 2022, hosted by 

James and Valaree Thornton. The club will also 

hold officer elections at this meeting. Many of 

your current officers are PLEADING for some 

members to take a turn at several positions, 

please consider serving - it is 6 meetings a year.   

 

With no further business, meeting adjourned to a 

beautiful sunny day and a trip to the Perry Swap 

Meet.  
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Rebecca Burnette 

 

 

 

 

 
Mike Benson & George Gratton on the way to Darien, GA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep America Beautiful, 
 

Drive Your Studebaker! 
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November Club Meeting 
Nov 13, 2021 

Warner Robbins, GA 
Georgia Bob's BBQ 

& 
Perry Auto Fest & Swap Meet 

 
Host Barry Jones, Thanks for Hosting 

 
 

 
 

 
Wayne Edwards 1955 Conestoga Wagon, Loren Hendley 1963 GT Hawk, 

David Roberts 1957 Transtar 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-four people present, with twenty members 

and four guests. There were three Studebakers (55 

Conestoga Wagon, 63 GT Hawk, 57 Transtar) with 

a fourth (60 Silver Hawk) showing up late on a 

trailer. 

 

 
 

 
Elza Fowler 1960 Silver Hawk 
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QUILT RAFFLE WINNER - DAVID ROBERTS (PEGGY) 

 
David Roberts 

 
David Roberts and Rebekah Burnette 

 

Congratulations to David & Peggy Roberts! 
 
David Roberts won the quilt raffle (quilt in background) and gave the Quilt to his mom Peggy 
Roberts. Pictured above are David Roberts and Rebekah Burnette who made the quilt from many of Wayne 
Lee's event Tee Shirts. 
 
The quilt raffle raised $ 1,147.00 for the club. 
 

 

STUDEBAKER LINKS:

 
Studebaker Vendors 
http://www.studebakervendors.com/ 
 
Bob's Studebaker Resource Website 
http://studebaker-info.org/ 
 
Curbside Classics Studebaker Articles: 
http://tinyurl.com/zv7j2fb 
 
Antique Studebaker Club 
http://www.theantiquestudebakerclub.com/ 

 
The Avanti Owners Association 
http://www.aoai.org/ 
 

 
 

Ethanol-free gas stations near you:   
http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=GA 
 
Jet Thrust News:   
http://www.studebaker-info.org/JTN/jtn.html 
 
Racing Studebakers:   
https://www.racingstudebakers.com/foo/index.php 
Studebaker Drivers Club (SDC) Facebook 
Page:   https://www.facebook.com/StudebakerDrivers
ClubInc/ 
 
Studebaker Addicts International Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/ 

 

http://www.studebakervendors.com/
http://studebaker-info.org/
http://tinyurl.com/zv7j2fb
http://www.theantiquestudebakerclub.com/
http://www.aoai.org/
http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=GA
http://www.studebaker-info.org/JTN/jtn.html
https://www.racingstudebakers.com/foo/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/StudebakerDriversClubInc/
https://www.facebook.com/StudebakerDriversClubInc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209016075/
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Wise sayings often fall on barren ground, but a kind word is never thrown away.  Arthur Helps 

 

 

our Favorite Recipes! 

 
 

Above is one of my mom’s, Shirley Brooks 
recipes.  Mom passed this one on to Andria and 
we love it. 

 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 
01 Perry James 
11 Edward Burris 
16 Russ Winge 
17 Barry Jones 
17 Charles (Gene) Hinely 
 

 
JANUARY 

 
03 Michael Benson 
05 Tracey Culla 
07 Stephen Cade 
11 A.J. Jarvis 
15 George Klutkowski 
16 Janice Childers 
27 Patti Van Alstyne 
28 Bud Childers 
28 Jerry Cade 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Let us know if we missed 
anyone’s birthday! 

 

Now we need your favorite recipes. 

 

Pull out your favorite recipe and 

send it to me at teanle@comcast.net 

or (912) 656-3581 for the next Smoke 

Signal issue. 

 

 

Photo above is Wayne & Ann Lee’s 41 Champion. 
 
Send photos of your Studebakers on the road or in front of 
something interesting and we will add them to the 
upcoming newsletters.  Send them to Terry Brooks at 
teanle@comcast.net or give them to Terry at the next 
meeting and he will scan them for the newsletter and return 
the originals to you.   

mailto:teanle@comcast.net
mailto:teanle@comcast.net
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LAST DOWN FOR A LEGEND 
Article reprinted from March 2021 Aviation History 

 
At 9:15 am on March 31, 1931, Transcontinental and 

Western Air Flight 599 took off from Kansas City, Mo., 

bound for Wichita, Kan. About 75 minutes into the flight, 

the Fokker F-10 trimotor’s right wing detached, causing 

the airplane to crash in a field near the small Kansas town 

of Bazaar. All eight people on board were killed. Among 

them was one of America’s biggest celebrities of the day, 

Notre Dame football coach Knute Rockne. 

 

Born in Norway, Rockne became Notre Dame’s coach in 

1918. Over the next 13 seasons he led the “Fighting Irish” 

to a stellar 105-12-5 record and three national 

championships. Names forever associated with Notre 

Dame teams of the era include Rockne, George Gipp 

(“win one for the gipper” fame) and the undefeated 1924 

team’s backfield, dubbed the Four Horsemen. 

 

The search for the accident’s cause was hamstrung by 

the fact that by the time investigators arrived at the scene, 

souvenir hunters had stripped the wrecked Fokker clean, 

leaving on the wings, propellers, and engines. While a 

definitive explanation for the crash has never been 

established, it soon became clear that seeping moisture 

had compromised the F-10’s wooden frame, causing the 

glue that fixed the wing to the fuselage to fail. Ice and 

turbulence may well have added fatal stress to the wing 

spar and contributed to the accident. 

 

 
Rockne’s success had made him one of the country’s 

most recognized names, and his death at age 43 struck a  

nerve with the public. President Herbert Hoover sent a 

condolence telegram to Rockne’s wife declaring, “Every 

American grieves with you.” The accident shook the 

public’s confidence in the embryonic air industry, in 

particular wooden airplanes.  One immediate outcome of 

the crash was the quick adaption of all-metal aircraft, 

which were more expensive but perceived as safer. 

Additionally, the outcry over Rockne’s death forced 

investigators to go public with their findings, reversing the 

Department of Commerce’s established practice of 

keeping the results of accident investigations secret. That 

new transparency, along with added regulations for 

airplane manufacturers and airlines, eventually resulted in 

a safer aviation industry.  

 

 

“A Date Which Will Live in Infamy”: FDR Asks for a Declaration of War 

The Museum needs your support.  To donate: 

1.  Call the Museum at (574) 235-9714 (or (888) 391-5600 

2.  Visit our website at https://www.studebakermuseum.org/support/donate/ 

      Donations are 100% tax deductible 

https://www.studebakermuseum.org/support/donate/
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2022 CHAPTER DUES ARE OWED IN JANUARY! 

Chapter dues are due next month January for 2022 

and are $20.00.  The Chapter dues include the 

newsletter received via e-mail only.  Those without 

email will continue to re a hard copy (black & white) 

by mail. 

 You can pay your dues with a check and mail 

it and a completed application (see back 

page) to the address on the application. 

 Or you can pay your dues to Terry Brooks at 

the next Club meeting in January. 

 Or you can mail your Check to Terry Brooks 

at: 141 Mackay Drive, Richmond Hill, Ga 

31324. 

 Please remember, you must be a member of 

the Studebaker Drivers Club to be a South 

Georgia Chapter member. 

 If you are in arrears on your SDC dues, you 

can add the dues to your check (see back 

page for the amount) or visit  

https://sdc.cornerstonereg.com/ 

Thank you for your prompt payment of 2022, Chapter dues.  Thank you to all who have renewed their 
Chapter Membership. 
 
 

NEVER IGNORE THE SUGGESTION OF A WOMAN 
By Dan Kuhl 

 
This article is a follow up to my courting article last 
year because courting and music go hand-in-hand. 
The story begins in 1929 when there were no radios 
in cars. Two gentlemen, William Lear and Elmer 
Wavering, drove their girlfriends out to a local 
overlook to watch the sunset and do what young 
couples do in a romantic setting. While enjoying the 
sunset one of the girls suggested the sunset would 
be nicer with a little music. So, the two men began 
their quest to develop a radio for use in a car. Their 
research led them to a Chicago radio convention 
where they met Paul Galvin who put them to work at 
his factory developing their car radio. (Note: Philco 
began marketing a car radio in 1930.) 
 
Who would guess the first radio tested in a car was 
tested in Galvin’s Studebaker (another first for 
Studebaker).  He was so excited by their success 
that he drove the Studebaker 300 miles to a radio 
convention in Atlanta. Once there he could not afford 
to display the Studebaker in the convention hall, so 
he parked the car out front and blasted the radio so 
the passing conventioneers could hear the music. 
He received many orders for the nameless car radio. 
Because it was common to use the suffix “ola” to 
name phonograph and radio products of the day, 
i.e., Victrola, he decided to name the car radio the 
Motorola. 
 
As with other businesses of the day, the Depression 
hit his car radio business very hard until the mid-30s 
when Ford began to offer the Motorola in new Fords 
and B.F. Goodrich began selling them in its tire 
stores. Galvin Manufacturing continued to improve 
his product line by introducing the first push button 

radio, police scanner radio and the first two-way 
radio used by the Army in WWII. In 1947 the 
company name was changed from Galvin 
Manufacturing to Motorola. Galvin’s company 
should also be noted for developing the following: 
the first television to sell for less than $200, the first 
pager, the equipment used for televising the first 
step on the moon in 1969 and the first handheld 
cellular phone. Where would the youth of America 
be without this innovation? 
 
Wavering and Lear, the two men who started this 
odyssey went on to have illustrious careers. 
Wavering continued to work for Motorola and 
developed the first automotive alternator. Lear had 
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more than 150 inventions credited to his name, 
including the eight-track tape player that was so 
popular in the cars of the late 60s, and more 
importantly his inventions associated with aviation: 
the radio direction finder, autopilot, automatic 
landing system, and his most famous invention, the 
Lear Jet, the first mass produced business jet. 
 
Yes, Studebaker played a small part in the 
development of the car radio, but it is more important 
to remember that nothing would have happened 
without that first suggestion made by a woman. 
 
By the mid-50s all cars could be purchased with a 
radio. In some cases, the radio could automatically 
seek out 

your favorite station with a push of a button. Iconic 
industrial designer Raymond Loewy, who designed 
cars for Studebaker, called the automobile of the day 
a “jukebox on wheels”. The car had evolved from a 
simple means of transportation not unlike the horse, 
to an entertainment center for the young-at-heart. 
 
References: 
No author listed. (1955, April). Jukebox on Wheels, 
Atlantic, No pages listed on the web. 
No author listed. (2012, November-December). History 
of the Car Radio. Despot Adventures, 27, 7-8. 
Various website located using a search engine. 
Note: The ad above was chosen because it appears to be 
a Studebaker convertible.

 

Treasures Report 
by Terry Brooks 

 

Check Number 1094 ($ 41.41) has not cleared. 
Account is in good standing $2,666.60 before the check #1094 clears. 
 

Account after check 1094 clears is $ 2,625.19 

South Georgia Studebaker Drivers Club Account 
Date Description Check No.  Credit   Debit   Balance  

10/31/21 Maintenance Fee    $          -     $     5.00   $ 2,461.56  

11/13/21 
Wayne Lee - Oct/Nov Newsletter 
Expenses 

1094  $          -     $   41.41   $ 2,420.15  

11/14/21 

Quilt Raffle deposit Russ Winge $20, 
Wayne Lee $72, CL Parkinson $20, 
Billy Carey $ 20, G Hayes $40, G 
Klutkowski $20, KC Daniel $ 30 

   $ 222.00   $          -     $ 2,642.15  

11/14/21 
Terry Brooks For Hosts Meal at 
Event 

1096  $          -     $   11.96   $ 2,630.19  

11/30/21 Maintenance Fee    $          -     $     5.00   $ 2,625.19  

       $          -     $          -       

 
Quilt Raffle complete and in good standings at $ 1,147.00. 

See page 6 of 19 for photos of winner David Roberts and quilt maker Rebecca Burnette. 

 

Quilt Raffle 
        Money Collected $ 1,147.00 

    Money Owed or Tickets $ 0.00 

Name 
Requested 

Count 

Ending 
Ticket 
No. 

No. 
Given 

$ Owed $ Collected $ Remaining 

    5895    $1,147.00   $1,147.00   $          -    
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Int’l Studebaker Events 
 

May 4-7, 2022, 58th SDC International Meet, 
South Bend, Indiana.  Hosted by the Michiana 
Chapter.  Details to follow. 
 

 

NEW: 
 

Studebaker Video Events 
Click the blue link to see the video … 

 
 
 

Video:  57th Int’l Studebaker Meet:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6qly7IxQOI    
by Cindy Sale 
 
Video:  2021 Studebaker National Drags:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKZJ0vY0KJ4, 
by Bob Streetz. 
 

Video:  Stude Tomato Racing: 
https://www.autoevolution.com/news/rare-1963-
studebaker-lark-r2-hits-the-drag-strip-smokes-1972-

chevrolet-chevelle-167246.html#agal_0, by Ciprian 
Florea 
 
Video:  Studebaker Parade: at AACA Museum, 
June 21, 2021, by AACA Museum, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSyCNdIhsY8 
 

Video:  Gary Ash’s seminar:  on building his 
1932 Studebaker race car at the Int’l Meet  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_R6Xmqd8xw&t
=1898s  

Other Events 
 

Richmond Hill Cars & Coffee 
Saturday, Jan 1, 2022 
09:00 am to 11:00 am 

 

Jesup Cruise-In 
Saturday, Jan 8, 2022 

 

2022 South Georgia 

Next Two Chapter 

Meetings 

 

Jan 15, 2022 
Hosts:  Valaree & James Thornton 

Info: (912) 366-8711 
SKIPPERS' FISH CAMP 
Phone: (912) 437-3474 

Address: 85 Screven St, Darien, GA 31305 
 

Chapter Officer Elections: 
for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer 

& Membership, Editor, Chaplain  
 

Annual dues are due! 
 

 
March 19, 2022 

Hosts:  Loren & Betty Hendley 
Info:  (229) 468-9532 

Golden Corral Buffet & Grill 
Phone: (229) 382-4121 

Address: 190 Virginia Ave S, Tifton, GA 31794 
 

Thank you all for hosting! 
 
 

WHAT’S IN YOUR 

GARAGE? 
 

We want to see what’s in your 

garage.  Now it’s YOUR turn to send 

in your story and photos.  Email to: 

teanle@comcast.net.  Use your cell 

phone, quick & easy!!!   Forward 

your photos to (912) 656-3581. 

 

No submittals for this issue …  

Upcoming   Events 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6qly7IxQOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKZJ0vY0KJ4
https://www.autoevolution.com/news/rare-1963-studebaker-lark-r2-hits-the-drag-strip-smokes-1972-chevrolet-chevelle-167246.html#agal_0
https://www.autoevolution.com/news/rare-1963-studebaker-lark-r2-hits-the-drag-strip-smokes-1972-chevrolet-chevelle-167246.html#agal_0
https://www.autoevolution.com/news/rare-1963-studebaker-lark-r2-hits-the-drag-strip-smokes-1972-chevrolet-chevelle-167246.html#agal_0
https://www.autoevolution.com/editors/browse/ciprian-florea/
https://www.autoevolution.com/editors/browse/ciprian-florea/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSyCNdIhsY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_R6Xmqd8xw&t=1898s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_R6Xmqd8xw&t=1898s
tel:+12293824121
mailto:teanle@comcast.net
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WINTER STORAGE   
For our Car Batteries 
 

The Last Smoke Signal discussed winter 
storage by Jim Pepper of our old cars.  
While the article discussed the cars 
storage and removal of the battery it did 
not discuss the storage of the battery to 
keep a charge on it. 
 
The following article discusses one of the 
ways to storage and preserve your 
batteries charge so it will be ready to start 
that old Studebaker on the first crank. 

 
The last article stated to “Remove battery and 
clean and cover cable clamps, clean battery tray, 
clean battery top and posts. A battery should be 
stored, fully charged, on a block of wood or it can 
be left in the vehicle on the tray. A fully charged 
battery will not freeze or be damaged by cold. Do 
not store a battery inside your house or 
basement.” 
  

How to Deal with a Car Battery for 
Long-Term Storage 

by Valerie Johnston on November 30, 2015 

 

 
 

If you store your car for the winter, or for other 

long periods, it’s important to make sure that 

your car battery is properly cared for. Long term 

car storage can wreak havoc on your battery. 

Isn't it okay to just occasionally run 

the car? 

Perhaps you’ve heard that you can simply run 

your car from time to time in order to keep the 

battery operating properly, but there are 

problems with this approach. The most obvious 

is that you may be one location, and your car 

could be hundreds of miles away. And even if 

you have a friend or a relative who will go to the 

place where you store your car, and start it up 

from time to time, that may not prevent damage 

to your battery. 

The theory behind regular starting is that it 

keeps the charge up in the battery, and also that 

it warms up the engine oil and coolant and is 

beneficial for the engine. The caveat is that for 

this to work, the vehicle has to be actually driven 

for a minimum of 20 minutes. A quick start and a 

bit of idling is going to cause condensation to 

build up in the engine and drive train, and this 

can cause corrosion that will lead to serious 

problems down the road. 

How to store your car battery 

The better course of action is to take your car 

battery out of the vehicle and bring it indoors. 

Then, hook it up to a battery maintainer. 

Batteries don’t work well when they’re left 

TECH TIPS/NOTES 
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discharged, or at a low charge, for long periods 

of time. There are several battery maintainers on 

the market that don’t cost much, and they’ll keep 

your battery in good condition. This is the best 

method of car battery storage, and the one most 

recommended by mechanics. 

It’s fine to store your car in an unheated facility, 

but bring your battery inside, and use a 

maintainer. That way, when you’re ready to drive 

your car again, you can be assured that you’ll be 

on the road again with no battery issues. 
https://www.yourmechanic.com/article/how-to-deal-with-a-

car-battery-for-long-term-storage 

Repairing a Steering Wheel by Steve 

Mangione 

 

About fifteen years ago I visited Bob Kaptyn in 

Joliet Illinois. I had already made a few purchases 

from Bob including all four NOS fenders for my 42 

Commander. Not only did he have the fenders, 

but he also had an aisle marked “1942 

Studebakers”. The shelves had been picked 

clean of all the best parts, but there was a rare 

steering wheel that was an optional fancy wheel 

in 1942. The problem was that it was in rough 

shape. Cracks and stains took away a lot of its 

value. I bought the wheel for $45.00 hoping to 

have it restored someday. After some research I 

found that that Schrock Brothers were highly 

recommended.  (They have since retired). The 

price at the time was about four hundred dollars 

for a restoration. I felt that that was a little too rich 

for me, I wasn’t sure my car would ever be done, 

and I didn’t want to throw good money after bad. 

A little research today yielded this information: 

 

“Pricing for Steering Wheel Restoration A wheel 

with multiple cracks, severe checking or 

deterioration, and/or a partially exposed core will 

usually run between $700-750. A wheel that has 

to be reconstructed (large pieces missing, 

damaged core, etc.) may be between $750 - 

$900.”  Most of the professional rebuilders 

actually make a mold and restore the plastic over 

your wheels steel frame.  My wheel was intact 

with a lot of cracks, so I decided to make an 

attempt at a repair using PC-7, two-part epoxy. 

As you can see it went on very rough. Slightly 

heating helped a little 

followed by filing and then sanding with fine 

sandpaper. It came out ready for paint and 

looking pretty good. Two years later I have picked 

up some fine hair line cracks where the widest 

cracks were located, but you have to look for 

them to find them.  Some restoration shops that 

were recommended on the Studebaker Addicts 

Facebook Page and the Studebaker Forum were: 
Steering Wheel Bob https://www.steeringwheelbob.com 

D&D Automobilia 

http://danddautomobilia.com/Welcome.html 

Eastwood also sells a kit. 

Submitted by Susan Lusted Turning Wheels Magazine 

 

 
 

              
 

                     

https://www.yourmechanic.com/article/how-to-deal-with-a-car-battery-for-long-term-storage
https://www.yourmechanic.com/article/how-to-deal-with-a-car-battery-for-long-term-storage
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NEW MEMBER CHALLENGE 
 
When a Chapter member recruits a new member to 

join SDC and/or the Studebaker Drivers Club, South 

Georgia Chapter he/she will have Chapter dues paid for the 

following year. Just ask the new member to mention your 

name on the application where it asks, “Referred By”. 

 

CHAPTER NAME BADGES & SHIRTS 
 

If you would like to order a Chapter name badge for 

yourself or another family member, please contact 

Neal Thornton at 259lark@gmail.com or  

(912) 375-7986. They are available in white plastic 

with the Chapter logo.  For the shirt give Neil your size.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Tickets:  $50 each or 3 for $100 

 

Contact:  Studebaker National Museum 

 

(574) 235-9714 or (888) 391-5600 

STEPHEN ALLEN’S LLC 
PO Box 559, 

17402 NW 46th Ave. 
Newberry FL 32669 

Phone: (352) 472-9369 
Fax: (352) 472-6339 

Email: parts@mystudebaker.com 
Web: mystudebaker.com/ 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
 
Remember to send in your recipes and photos to be 
included in the upcoming newsletters. 
 
Thank you for trusting me with this position, So. Ga. 
Studebaker Chapter Newsletter Editor.  This is the first 
time I have worked in this capacity so be patient with my 
lack of knowledge in this effort. If there is something you 
would like to see in the newsletter, please let me know.  

 
 

            Terry Brooks 

A BIG THANK YOU  

 

…goes out to our outgoing Editors,  

Wayne & Ann Lee. 

 

We want to thank you for the many  

years and editions of South  

Georgia Studebaker Chapters  

newsletters, “Smoke Signal”.   

Over the years you filled the  

newsletter with many stimulating and informative 

articles, while keeping the club up to date on current and 

upcoming birthdays and events. We have treasured our 

time reading and looking through the newsletters over 

the years. 

 

Wayne and Ann, the So. Ga. Studebaker Chapter 

Thanks You for your arduous work. 

So. Ga. Studebaker Chapter 

 

mailto:parts@mystudebaker.com
http://mystudebaker.com/
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.            Funny Bones              .  WORD SEARCH 

 
Joan gets car privileges; Mom and dad had just 
given their teenage daughter, Joan, family-car 
privileges. 

 
The following Saturday Joan was allowed to take the 
car to a party, and in addition to the usual don't be 
home too late admonishments she had been given 
one about don't drink and drive. 

 
Joan was a sensible girl. On Saturday night she stayed 
away from alcohol but had lots of fun anyway. Lots of 
fun. 

 
The next morning her father went out to the driveway 
to get the newspaper and came back into the house 
frowning. 

 
At 11:30 AM the girl sleepily walked into the kitchen, 
and her father asked her, "Sweetheart, what time did 
you get in last night?" 
"Not too late, Dad," she replied, perhaps a tad 
nervously. 

 
Dead panned, her father said, "Then, my precious one, 
I shall certainly have to talk with the paperboy about 
not placing my morning paper under the tire of the car." 
 
What do you get when you put a car and a pet 
together? 
Carpet!  
 
The mind is like a parachute; it works much better 
when it is open. 
 

Eddie was driving down the road and met a car 

coming the other way. 

 
Although there was room to pass easily, Eddie forced 

the oncoming car to slow 

down and rolled down his 

window and shouted 'Pig'. 

 
Astonished, the other driver 

looked in his rear-view mirror 

and swore at Eddie. 

 
Then his car hit the pig. 
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Richmond Hill, Georgia 

 
 
Andria and I participated in the 25th Annual Richmond 

Hill, Christmas Parade.  We drove our two 

Studebakers with five Model A’s and one model T of 

the Antique Automobile Club of America, AACA, 

Savannah Chapter.  The Model A’s and T carried 

some of Richmond Hill’s celebrities from years past.  

They allowed our two old Studebakers to tag along in 

their position of the parade.  
 

 
 

Above we were staging in front of the Richmond Hill 

City Hall getting the magnetic signs for the 

personalities.  The Model T on the left in the photo 

above belongs to the AACA Regional President 

Ralph Tolman.  Ralph has eight antique automobiles 

including one Peirce Arrow and one Packard, both 

Studebakers at one time.  He led the old cars with the 

highest celebrity (Ms. Robinson) that was celebrating 

her 100th Birthday. 
 

 
The 1959 Silver Hawk & 1962 GT Hawk in background and seen below. 

 

 
 

 
We had fun and saw many people (estimated over 

1,000 in attendance) along the parade route. 

 

We are attending the AACA Christmas Luncheon on 

Sunday December the 5th in the 59 Silver Hawk. 
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